___________COLLABORATORS"________

French prisoners a wreath brought expressly from Vichy
by aeroplane. The order was given in such offensive terms
that the French officers, who did not take kindly to
truckling under, refused to comply.

General Huntzinger, who was to leave the Commission
the following day to become Vichy's War Minister, sub-
mitted to placing the wreath on the Wiesbaden monument
in his own name. The French officers said: "Had we
foreseen this, we should have followed de Gaulle."

The Armistice Commission at Wiesbaden has not really
functioned for a long while. Vichy negotiates, if it is still
correct to use such a word, directly with Berlin, not even
bothering to inform the Commission. When Berlin makes
a decision, members of the Commission ask for instructions
from Vichy. The reply is always the same: "It is agreed."

The bitterness of these officers, whose presence at
Wiesbaden is quite valueless, can be understood.

The "collaborators" are always eager to satisfy German
needs, if they have failed to anticipate them. They offer
the enemy more than he demands. Here is an instance.

At the start of the Russian campaign, the Germans
demanded delivery by France of 5,000 railway tank-cars.
Vichy did better than this. Not only were all available
tank-cars sent to Germany, but Hitler was also offered,
as soon as ready, those being repaired.

On that day, Germany's master was able to take the con-
temptible measure of the Vichy lackeys. I am repeating
the words of an officer of the Armistice Commission.

During Marshal Petain's visit to St. Etienne, local
workers, well known for their professional integrity,
complained of being under-fed. To them the Marshal
replied: "My friends, I know it. We have been plundered."

No, Monsieur le Marechal, we have been sold.

The attitude of Petain during the last war is known,
thanks to the memoirs of Clemenceau and Joffre, whose
books have now been withdrawn from the public libraries
and are unobtainable from bookshops. Known also is the
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